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✅ Tips before you start
· Use your own words – don’t copy exactly
· Focus on what matters to you and your area
· Keep your answers short and clear
· You don’t have to answer every question
· 👉 Q25 is the most important – you can answer “not sure” to others

🔹 Q7
“Thinking about the 13 locations listed, which location(s) do you believe have positive features that could help achieve the objectives of the New Towns Draft Programme?”
Simple points you can use:
· Some other locations may be better because: 
· They already have towns, jobs and transport
· They are existing or built-up areas
· Tempsford is: 
· A rural area
· Has very little infrastructure
· Would need major change

🔹 Q8
“Which of the 13 location(s) listed might face barriers which could hold back delivery of the New Towns Draft Programme objectives?”
👉 Answer: Tempsford
Simple points:
· Not enough confidence that: 
· Infrastructure (roads, schools, GP surgeries) will be ready in time
· Risk that: 
· Services will be overstretched
· Local residents will be affected first
· No clear answers on: 
· How big the town will be
· How close it will be to villages
· Whether it will keep growing
· Need: 
· Clear boundaries and green spaces between villages
· Environmental concerns: 
· Water shortages
· Pressure on the River Great Ouse
· Flooding risks
· Loss of farmland
· Traffic: 
· Village roads becoming shortcuts
· Overall: 
· Lack of trust and clear communication

🔹 Q9
“Do you think the SEA report has identified the main environmental issues relevant to the 13 locations?”
👉 Suggested answer: No
Simple points:
· The report lists problems but doesn’t solve them
· Major concerns still unclear: 
· Water supply
· Sewage capacity
· River pollution
· Flood risk
· Missing: 
· Detail on best farmland
· Full impact on heritage sites like RAF Tempsford
· Too much reliance on: 
· “Fixing it later”
· Overall: 
· Too many unknowns and risks

🔹 Q10
“Is there any additional environmental information about these locations that the SEA should take into account?”
👉 Suggested answer: Yes
Simple points:
· Need more detail on: 
· Water supply and drought
· Impact of nearby developments
· Better understanding of: 
· River Great Ouse pollution
· Flooding (including surrounding areas)
· Must clearly show: 
· Loss of good quality farmland
· Should treat: 
· Heritage sites as important limits
· Look at: 
· Long-term and combined impacts

🔹 Q11
“Do you have any suggestions for practical mitigation measures to address any effects identified in the SEA report?”
Simple points:
· No homes built until: 
· Water supply is secured
· Sewage systems are ready
· Flooding: 
· Must be managed across the whole area, not just the site
· Protect farmland: 
· Avoid building on the best land
· Green spaces: 
· Put in place early
· Heritage: 
· Protect RAF Tempsford and its surroundings
· Transport: 
· Stop traffic cutting through villages
· Provide public transport early
· Services: 
· Schools and doctors must be ready before needed
· Key point: 
· These must be guaranteed and delivered early

🔹 Q12
“Do you have any other feedback on the SEA report, including the issues and effects identified therein?”
Simple points:
· Too many assumptions and unknowns
· “Uncertainty” is treated like it’s fine – but it’s actually a risk
· No clear proof that: 
· Hospitals and services can cope
· Doesn’t properly consider: 
· Other development happening nearby
· Overall: 
· Not enough confidence in the report

🔹 Q13
“Do you think the 7 locations proposed by the government are the ones most likely to meet the programme's objectives?”
👉 Suggested answer: Not sure
Simple points:
· Tempsford may not be suitable because: 
· Environmental limits
· Infrastructure pressure
· It is a rural location

🔹 Q14
“Do you agree with the overall government offer for proposed new town locations?”
👉 Suggested answer: No
Simple points:
· The plan sounds good nationally BUT: 
· Doesn’t support local people enough
· Missing: 
· Proper local engagement
· Support for parish councils
· Improvements needed: 
· Local meetings and input
· Community funding
· Priority housing for local people
· Independent checks
· Need: 
· Clear timelines and guarantees

🔹 Q19
“Is establishing a 40% target for affordable housing an effective way of delivering an ambitious number of affordable homes?”
👉 Suggested answer: Not sure
Simple points:
· Good idea in principle
· But: 
· Must actually be deliverable
· Must be genuinely affordable

🔹 Q21
“Do you agree with the government’s approach to decision-making policy on the Green Belt?”
👉 Suggested answer: No
Simple points:
· Too much depends on: 
· Case-by-case decisions
· Problems: 
· Lack of consistency
· Not clear to residents
· Need: 
· Clear national rules
· Consistent decisions
· Evidence behind decisions

🔹 Q25 (Most important)
“Is there anything else you would like to tell us that you think is relevant to this consultation but has not been covered in previous questions?”
Key points you can use:
· People don’t feel confident that Government is: 
· Working together properly
· Looking at the full picture
· This area is already facing pressure from: 
· East West Rail
· Black Cat road scheme
· Universal Studios
· Housing growth
· There is no clear plan showing the combined impact on: 
· Water
· Roads
· Environment
· Services
· Concerns: 
· Decisions based on assumptions
· Not enough face-to-face engagement
· Important message: 
· Residents are not against growth
· But want: 
· Infrastructure first
· Clear boundaries between towns and villages
· Protection for environment and heritage
· Transparency and accountability

